22         MY TRAVELS IN THE EAST
The city contains the Eoyal palace of the
past kings which was constructed on a big
area. This Palace is surrounded by high walls
with a big moat around which always remains
filled with water. It was strongly guarded by
innumerable cannon placed on the outer wall
and around the palace. The palace though
constructed entirely of wood, contains many
beautiful architectural designs on the doors,,
walls and on the roof which still show the
mastery of craftsmanship attained by the Burmans
of those days and is still in magnificent condition.
The great audience hall contains the Lion-throne
or Sinhasana and a few other thrones named
as Bee-couch, Deet, Lily and Peacock. All
these thrones which once were set with
innumerable precious stones and jewels, give
us a faint idea of the by-gone splendour and
pomp that once attended the Burmese court.
When I left this palace, tears rolled down
my cheeks, because the glory that once was
Btxrmans', had now passed away.
Behind the palace at a little distance
stands the beautiful but small hill of Mandalay
with a few white Pagodas on its crest.
Eyery day this lull remains crowded with
devotees of various nations. This hill has lent